
Chapter 15.06 - GRADING 

15.06.020 - Definitions.  

"Construction general permit (CGP)" means the current version of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated 
with Construction and Land Disturbance Activities. The Construction General Permit (CGP) is 
issued by the Storm Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) for storm water discharges 
associated with construction projects over one acre, or smaller sites that are part of a larger 
common plan of development or sale. (Also Defined in HMC 8.30.030).  

"Erosion and sediment control plan" means a site-specific plan which identifies and 
describes the best management practices proposed to control erosion and prevent sediment 
and construction-related pollutants from being carried off-site by storm water  

"Storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP)" means a site drawing with details, notes 
and related documents that identify the measures proposed by the permittee to (1) control 
erosion and prevent sediment and construction-related pollutants from being carried off-site by 
storm water, and (2) to prevent non-storm water discharges from entering the storm drain 
system.  

"Storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP)" means a pollution control plan 
documenting site activities, pollutant sources; and all stormwater and non-stormwater BMPs 
used at the site, required under 40 CFR Part 122, the Clean Water Act (CWA), the CGP, 
Industrial General Permit (IGP), and most Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) 
Permits. A plan to minimize and manage Pollutants to minimize Pollution from entering the MS4, 
identifying all potential sources of Pollution and describing planned practices to reduce 
Pollutants from discharging off the site.  

15.06.040 - Permit application submittals.  

G. NPDES Permit Documents. For applicable projects, a SWPPP and a Water Quality
Management Plan, each approved by the City, shall be provided with the grading permit
application. Projects for which a SWPPP is not required shall provide a City-approved
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP).

 15.06.110 - National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) compliance.  

A. General. All grading plans and permits shall comply with the provisions of this section for
NPDES compliance.

All best management practices shall be installed before grading begins. All best management 
practices shall be updated as necessary to prevent erosion and control construction-related 
pollutants from discharging from the site. All best management practices shall be maintained in 
good working order to the satisfaction of the Building Official or designee unless final grading 
approval has been granted by the Building Official or designee and all permanent drainage and 
erosion control systems, if required, are in place.  
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B.  Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). For project sites subject to the CGP, or 
when requested by the Building Official or designee, no grading permit shall be issued unless 
the plans for such work include a City-approved SWPPP with details of best management 
practices, including desilting basins or other temporary drainage or control measures, or both, 
as may be necessary to control construction-related pollutants which originate from the site as a 
result of construction-related activities. For project sites not subject to the CGP, no grading 
permit shall be issued unless the plans for such work include a City-approved ESCP.  

 




